PROPOSAL FORM FOR AN HONORS COURSE

COLLEGES OF THE ARTS AND SCIENCES


HONORS OFFICE

1.
Type of Honors Course

__________   Honors version of existing course


____X_____   New honors course

2.
Course Bulletin Listing for Honors Course

Department:  
Linguistics              









Course number:  
H286     










Course title:  
Analyzing the Sounds of Language






3.
Faculty Proposer

Name:  
Mary E. Beckman










Address:  
222 Oxley Hall, 1712 Neil Ave., Columbus, OH 43210-1298





Telephone:  
(614) 292-9752









4.
Quarter and Year for Initial Offering

 
Autumn 2005











5.
Name of Faculty Member Who Will Initially Instruct Course


Mary E. Beckman










6.
Expected Annual and Quarterly Frequency of Subsequent Offerings

Annual  ____X___
Quarterly  ________

Autumn  ___X____        Winter  ________        Spring  ________        Summer  ________
7.
Enrollment Limit per Honors Section

Number  _25_____
8.
Prerequisites


None
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 9.
Intended Audience for Honors Course (Freshman, sophomore, specific area of study, open to students in any field of study, etc.)



Sophomores in Linguistics, Speech & Hearing Science, and other related majors in the Humanities


and in the Social and Behavioral Sciences (e.g., language majors, Anthropology majors)


10.
Required Documentation (Please attach)


a.
Course Form



__________  Version of existing course (Course Change Request form)




____X_____  New course (New Course Request form)


b.
Syllabus for the Proposed Honors Course


See attached.


c.
Syllabus of Existing Non-Honors Course


Although this is a new honors course, we are concurrently developing a non-honors version, the syllabus for which is attached.

d.
Statement of Qualitative Difference
1. How the specific goals of the course will be achieved.

This course is intended to introduce students in B.A. programs to basic data analysis and quantitative reasoning skills by covering phenomena and concepts in speech acoustics, psychophysics, phonology, and other related areas of the speech sciences.  That is, the course will use spoken language — a phenomenon that is palpably relevant to every hearing human being — as a vehicle for fostering an appreciation of the importance of getting a basic foundation in statistics, physics, and the cognitive sciences, even for a student who is not majoring in science or math.
2. The exposure to the basic material in the course, and ways in which added breadth and depth of material will be included. 
The students will have ample opportunity to acquire and practice quantitative data analysis skills because of the hands-on research-based approach to introducing the phenomena and concepts.  There will be weekly assignments which go well beyond the textbooks by requiring the students to look at (or to gather) primary data, to analyze the data, to summarize results numerically and graphically, and to articulate how the results of the data analysis can be used to argue for different models of language sound structure.  There is also a final term project, in which the student applies one of the numerical models introduced in the course to a new dataset that is provided by the instructor or downloaded off of the web.

3. The exposure to, and use of, methodology and research techniques, and especially the ways in which the course will provide exposure to the nature of scholarship in the field.
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In nearly every week of the course, students either will analyze primary data that will be provided by the instructor, or will be asked to gather primary data themselves in experiments done in class or on their own.  The two faculty who are developing the course (and who will be the primary instructors) are both senior speech scientists, and will supplement the data that the students gather themselves with datasets extracted from the primary literature, including from their own research.  
4. Amount and quality of work expected from students on papers, examination(s), and projects; and the method of grading that work.
There will be four types of assignment: 7 short homework assignments in preparation for the in-class discussion and data-gathering, a 2-part data-gathering project, 9 written reports in which students turn in graphical and statistical summaries of the data analysis for the week accompanied by a short prose description of the meaning of the results, and a term project in which each student chooses one of the numerical models covered in the class and applies it to a new dataset.  This amounts to 19 written assignments, which will be graded promptly and annotated with marginal comments.  Each of the 18 assignments that is due before Finals week will be returned at the beginning of the next class period for discussion during class.  The report of the term project, on the other hand, will be mailed to the student, with comments on both the written report and the oral presentation of the project which the student will give during the final exam.  (The coursework in the non-honors version will differ from this honors course in the following ways: Rather than nine project-like assignments, there will be only four such assignments, with a less detailed written summary expected.  Rather than demonstrate mastery of the reading through homework assignments turned in before the in-class discussion, the students will take short Web-based quizzes after the in-class discussion.)
5. The amount and kind of student/faculty contact, including how the course will offer a significant level of interaction and engagement between faculty and students, and how such engagement will be achieved.

The classes will be small (maximum 25 students), and the concepts will be introduced and skills developed through extensive discussion in class.  Students will be asked to prepare for the discussion by sending the weekly homework on the readings to the faculty instructor to collate and post on the course web-site before the first day of discussion. Much of the data gathering will be done in-class in small groups, in close interaction with the faculty instructor.  (The non-honors version will differ from this honors course in the following ways: The enrolment cap will be 35 rather than 25 students; there will be 3 short written lab reports and 6 quizzes instead of 9 more substantial lab reports and a data-gathering project; and there will be a take-home exam due during finals week rather than a term project with a written report and an oral presentation of the project due during finals week.)
6. How an environment will be fostered that facilitates intellectual exchange among students (if applicable).
As noted above, much of the data gathering will be done in-class in small groups.  Students also will be encouraged to collaborate outside of class, teaming up to make recordings and to do the two parts of the class project, if they so wish. 
7. Ways that creative thinking will be an essential aspect of the course requirements.
The homework assignments that the students will complete in preparation for each week’s discussion involve thinking creatively about the week’s topic before the first class session.  The written reports that the students turn in after doing the data analysis will include not just the graphical and numerical data summaries, but also an articulate prose interpretation of the data analysis, relating the results to the questions that were asked on the homework assignment.  
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8. How the course will embrace, as appropriate, interdisciplinary work and study.
The course is cross-listed between Linguistics and Speech & Hearing Science, and is being developed in collaboration between professors in these two departments.  The content of the course, too, will necessarily reflect the broadly interdisciplinary field that speech science inherently is. 
9. Evidence of a pedagogical process that will demand a high level of intellectual output.
See description of the course assignments in response to items 4 and 7, above.
11.
Disposition

An original of the proposal and documentation should be sent to the Curriculum Office in 161 Denney Hall and a copy to the Honors Office in 207 Enarson Hall.  Under normal circumstances, the Honors Committee and the college curriculum committee will respond to proposals within one month.

Revised 10/03

